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SUESIPITED HOUSING \ .

The Town of Warren's clderly and low-income family housing is cprrently
under the direction of the Warrcn Housing Avthority. The Housing Authority

has developed a well-prepared plan in this area, utilizing a three-pronged, ..

approach.
First, ithere is Kickemuit Villape, located on Libby Lune in Warren, which
provides decent, safc and sanitary apartments 1o the clderly of the Town.

Kickemuit Village is currently adding more units,, and more units have been
auvthorized for construction.

Sccond, the Housing Authority operates the Town's Section 8 Existing Housing
program. This program permits subsidizing of both elderly and small and
large non-clderly families in existing apartments in good condition. Under
this program assistance is provided for needy families in existing vacancies,
or in rentals whcre the families already reside in the Town. This effort

not only provides assistance to such families, but also to the tax-paying

T

landlords. .

Third, the Housing Authority has embarked on a new Section 8 Moderate Reha-
bilitatibn Program which will rehabilitate substandard housing within the

Town to "quality standards" housing, and thus provide community revitalization
and urban renewal while subsidizing the property owners for up to iS years

while repaying any loan involved, and the property owners' eligiblé tenants

in 2 manner similar to the Section 8 Existing Housing Program.

This overall program, called tﬂe “"Housing Assisﬁance Plan", has been ap- .
proved by the Warren Town Council and is-filed with the U.S. ﬁépartment

of Housing and Urban Development.

Within the past year, two groups have appeared before the Warren Zoning

Board requesting special exceptions to permit their application to the Fed-
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. eral Government for Scction 8 New Construction housing. 11 is importunt.to
L Y

{-\\\fonsidcr what impact, if any, the granting of thesc applications, and uny
¢
future applications, by the Fedcral Government would have on the Town's

Housing Assistance Plan as outlined above.

In the event any Section 8 New Construction is authorized in Warren for pri-
vale development and operation, there would be advaniages builf into them
for the occupants such as wall-to-wall carpeting, air conditioning, piped
music, haster T.V. system, a door cnunciator system, swimming pooi and
clegant lounge facilities, which arc not possible in traditional housing
because of cost. These advantages would offer strong inducements, es-
pecially for some of the Housing Authority's higber rent paying tenants,

and those occupying Efficiency Apartments and some of the Section 8 Exist-

ing Housing tenants, to leave Kickemuit Village or rentals in Town, for

)

such new, more spacicdus and elaborate quarters for approximately the same
rent. As a consequence, the Local Housing Authority would not only lose

many of its tenaﬁts and perhap; all of its waiting list, bﬁt also would be
forced to accept replacements who would pay lower rent and possibl& ex—
perience innumerable vacancies as have occurred in other communities.

Since their suBsidy is based on a Performance Funding System formula. rather
than on changing needs, the subsidy might not be sufficient to properly

maintain the Housing Authority's project which in 35 years will become the

Town's responsibility to operate and maintain under the same system.

Furthermore, if the Federal government decided to underwrite one or more of
the private developments under the operations of Section 8 New Construction,
it would severly jeopardize the Housing Authority's Traditional and Existing
VN Housing programs, and would certainly affect the Moderate Réhabilitation
Program by creating vacancies which in turn would increase rather than de=

crease urban blight. Under these circumstances, it will be increasingly




diffhiculs to convince the Yederal Government to assign more traditional

This would drastically
alter the development of the Housing Authority's plan which has been care-

or Scction 8 Existinp Housing units ito the Town.

fully conccived to meet the nceds of ourfcitizens and at the same time en-
hance urban development.

The Town's nceds in this arca are based on three facts:

(1) }hc response of the populace for clderly housing reflccted in the wait-
ing 1;5t of elipiblc applicants for admission to Kickemuit Village.

(2) The responsc of those who are seeking rentals, or who 5; not c;re to

move from their present environment (inclucing non-elderly as well as el-

derly families), but who need to have their rent subsidized under the

Section 8 Existing Housinpg Program in order to live decently and comfortably

on their low or fixecd income.

(3) The response of landlords who desire to participate in the improvement
of the Town's housing stock through upgrading substandard housing to 'gquality

standards", and eliminating the Town's urban blight fhrough the new Section
8 Moderate Rehabilitation Program.

The Warren Housing Authority is continually conscious of these needs and
every opportunity to obtain additional units to satisfy these needs is
exercised. This is obvious from the number of Traditional Housing units

and Section 8 Existing Housing and Section 8 Moderate Rehabilitation units

assigned by HUD in the last four years.

Applying the above to the Town of Warren, it is clear that.any private -
development or operation of Section 8 New Construction would be detrimental

rather than advantageous to the Town of Warren and should not be allowed.
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INTRODUCTION

Unrealized opportunities for development exist in nearly
every community. Cities and towns prosper and acquire reputa-
tions for good living standards and progressive policies,

This occurs when a community has followed sound procedures
not unlike those of successful business establishments. These
cities and towns accomplish this by first taking stock of
their assets and liabilities. Based upon these findings a
plan is then drawn, since only through this process can the
needs of the community be realistically projected and their
feasibility evaluated.

The preparation for Warren's Comprehensive Plan was initia-
ted by a detailed land use inventory followed by a thorough
analysis of the Town's physical development, population and
economy. ' The land use studies, while primarily concerned with
the land and its utilization, also considered the relationship
of these resources to the people and their institutions.

The nature of this report, the Comprehensive or Master Plan
as it is sometimes called, is that of a recommendation stage.
The scope of these recommendations are specific in some areas
and necessarily broad in others. Implemented, they will affect
people, their land and economy. The objective of this Plan is
to present a framework of recommended action designed to aid
Warren in reaching its goals and potential.

Since the Town's earliest beginnings, it has successively
passed through periods of both affluence and depression. During
the forty years prior to 1960 the Town changed little, However,
commencing about 1960 an upward population surge, accompanied
by considerable physical change, became apparent. Challenges
brought by such a change in growth trends demand responsive
new thinking and planning efforts to reasonably assure proper
community development.

The generally uncomplicated Town of Warren, not possessing
the myriad of problems found in some unplanned communities,
nevertheless has, during its formative years, assumed some devel-
cpment conditions which do not measure up to prevailing stand-
ards of modern development. Added to the need for measures to
correct these conditions is the highly important matter of
properly directing the future use of the Town's remaining
undeveloped land, :























































































































































































































































































